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DAN MORALES 

Bffice of the Slttornep @eneral 
&kite of P;esas 

January 16, 1998 

Ms. Linda Cloud 
Executive Director 
Texas Lottery Commission 
P.O. Box 16630 
Austin, Texas 78761-6630 

OR980171 

Dear Ms. Cloud: 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under 
the Texas Open Records Act, chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 112456. 

The Texas Lottery Commission (the “commission”) received a request for 
information relating to the dismissal of Lawrence Littwin as the commission’s executive 
director. You seek to withhold the requested information pursuant to section 552.103 of the 
Government Code. We have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted 
information. 

Although you contend that section 552.103 excepts the submitted information from 
public disclosure, we note that for compelling reasons of public policy, the submitted 
information cannot be withheld from disclosure regardless of its relationship to litigation. 
Open Records Decision No. 551 (1990). The “litigation exception” cannot be applied to 
except from disclosure the official records ofthe public proceedings of a governmental body. 
Open Records Decision No. 221 (1979). Information that a statute other than chapter 552 
of the Government Code expressly makes public is not subject to the exceptions to required 
public disclosure. Open Records Decision No. 623 (1994) at 3. The minutes, tape 
recordings, and agenda of an open meeting are public records. Gov’t Code $5 55 1.022 
(minutes and tape recordings), ,041 (notice), ,043 (time and accessibility of notice), ,045 
(emergency addition to agenda). 

You have submitted the agenda, notice of open meeting, and transcription of an 

* 
excerpt of what the commission discussed at the meeting. These are public records pursuant 
to the Open Meetings Act. Gov’t Code $5 551.022, ,041, Thus, you may not withhold the 
submitted information under section 552.103. 
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We are resolving this matter with an informal letter ruling rather than with a 
published open records decision. This ruling is limited to the particular records at issue 
under the facts presented to us in this request and should not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records. If you have questions about this ruling, please 
contact our office. 

Yours very truly, 

Yen-Ha Le 
Assistant Attorney General 
Gpen Records Division 

YHL/rho 

Ref: JD# 112456 

Enclosures: Submitted documents 

CC: Mr. William A. Zeis 
Fulbright & Jaworski, L.L.P. 
600 Congress Avenue, Suite 2400 
Austin, Texas 78701 
(w/o enclosures) 


